An Introduction to the Book of Revelation

Course description: Revelation, placed at the end of the New Testament, resembles portions of Daniel and Ezekiel by being apocalyptic literature. This genre uses visions to strip away the temporal realities to reveal the underlying eternal verities driving history. 


Writing from exile on Patmos, an Aegean island near Ephesus, John included messages to seven churches in Asia Minor facing persecution. We will examine images inspired by this very visual book which the Holy Spirit has seared into the church's imagination to inspire and encourage her throughout her troubled history. We pray that our study would be so used in the life of our church.

Primary Text: The Book of Revelation

Recommended commentary: Hendriksen, William. More Than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation. 1967. Baker  Book House.

Resource: Pastor Kisler sermons on Revelation, Dec 2001 – July 2002

Tentative Schedule:

June 6: Introduction to book of Revelation (Giebel)

June 13: The cultural background and social setting of the work (Giebel) 

June 20: Revelation as epistolic apocalypse (Karr)

June 27: Structure of Revelation (Karr)

July 4: The Message of Revelation (Pastor Kisler)

July 11: Christology of Revelation (Pastor Kisler)

July 18: Ecclesiology of Revelation (Pastor Kisler)

July 25: Use of Old Testament in Revelation (Karr)

August 1: Use of the Old Testament in Revelation (Karr)

August 8: Nature and purpose of symbolic language in Revelation (Karr)

August 15: History of Interpretation of Revelation (Giebel)

August 22: Celestial Jerusalem as a paradigm for Medieval Worship  (Giebel)

August 29: The Church's Use of other Images from Revelation (Giebel)
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